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December and January Services at St. Peter’s Church
13th December, 9.00 am : Communion Service
27th December, 3.00 pm : Evening Prayer
10th January, 9.00am : Communion Service
24th January, 3.00pm : Evening Prayer

Christmas will always come

If you wish to book a baptism, wedding,
etc., please contact Nikki (her usual
working days are Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Sunday, of course), or one of
the churchwardens, details as below:
Rev'd Nikki Mann
The Rectory
23 Stetchworth Road
Dullingham CB8 9UJ
Tel: 01638 507980
e-mail: nikkimann40@hotmail.co.uk
www.raddesley.com
CHURCHWARDENS:
Mrs Lily Whymer
22 Coopers Close
Stetchworth
Newmarket CB8 9TT
Tel: 01638 507576
e-mail: lilywhymer@gmail.com
Mr Alastair France
61 High Street
Stetchworth
Newmarket CB8 9TH
Tel: 01638 508335
e-mail: afrance@jdpw.com

Open or locked down Christmas will come. Together or
separated Christmas will come. Shopped to you’ve dropped or
wrapping a single orange Christmas will come. That very first
Christmas – life was pretty fragile too as Jesus, God’s own self
entered an uncertain world. The boundaries of heaven and earth
were blurred and angels sang. They sang of peace and joy to
God’s people on earth. Why? Because Jesus’ birth breathed new
life and hope into a struggling world then, and now.
These things this Christmas remain certain - God loves us, God
came to us, and comes to us still.
Christmas blessings of love and hope for 2021 to you all.
A Christmas smile: A young child when asked where Jesus came
from said ‘An egg’. ‘An egg?’ The minister puzzled. ‘Yes - it says
he was laid in a manger’.

Nikki
The Rev'd Nikki Mann
__________________

Cryptic Chrismas Card
A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F
G H I J K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over
it for weeks, he finally gave up and wrote asking for an
explanation. In July he received the explanation on a postcard:
"No L."
__________________

Silent Night Doorstep Singalong
We are all invited to join in singing Silent Night on our doorsteps
at 7.00pm on Christmas Eve.
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paulnicholson418@gmail.com
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News from the Ellesmere Centre
We are really sorry that we have had to close again but would like to remind you
that the shop and Post Office remain open.
We will open our doors again as soon as we are able.

We need your Support
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to smile.amazon.com.
Enter your existing Amazon account information. Your settings, wish lists and shopping cart are
exactly the same.
Under “Pick Your Own Charitable Organization” type in Ellesemere Centre.
Do your shopping and don’t forget to bookmark smile.amazon.com for future purchases.
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the Centre

Dear Ellesmere patrons and supporters,
The Covid-19 pandemic has generated an unprecedented impact on all of us and the Ellesmere Centre is
not immune. Following the lockdown period during which the main Centre remained closed,
management took action to minimise costs and accepted the support available from the furlough scheme
to support our staff as well as grant funding available. These support mechanisms proved crucial in
stabilising the Centre's finances. The ongoing restrictions on use of the Centre following its re-opening
have resulted in revenues for the Centre being severely depleted, and, whilst the costs of operating the
Centre are subject to constant review to minimise, in some areas they have increased (for instance
increased cleaning costs), overall are largely unaffected with the result that the Centre's financial
resources are being depleted.
At present there appears no prospect for further support of the sort provided in the early weeks of the
pandemic. With no immediate prospect of restrictions easing, indeed further restrictions appear more
likely to arise, the Centre needs to consider how to address an impending funding issue before matters
become critical in order that the Centre can remain open for the remainder of current crisis and resume
its place at the heart of our community when normality returns. To this end, the support of local people
is sought to provide donations to the Ellesmere Centre, perhaps by setting up a standing order for
regular donations or by way of one off donations. If you feel you can help please contact the office.
Your support for the Ellesmere Centre is, as always, hugely appreciated and any assistance you can
provide will make a difference.
The Ellesmere Centre Trustees

The Staff and Trustees would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas
and better times to come in 2021

The Ellesmere Centre, Ley Road, Stetchworth, CB8 9TS. https://ellesmerecentre.org.uk/
Tel: 01638 508212. e-mail office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk
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Christmas Services and
Candlelit Reflection
Due to likely restrictions of no large gatherings
and not being able to all sing, we will not be
holding our usual Carol Services this year.
We will though (we hope - regulations allowing)
have stewarded open drop in times for
candle lit reflection across our churches:

Burrough Green : Sunday, 20 December
4.00pm–5.30pm
Stetchworth : Christmas Eve 4.30pm–6.00pm
(look out for their Christmas Tree festival
opening times too)
Brinkley : Christmas Eve 8.00pm–10.00pm
Dullingham : Christmas Day
Holy Communion 9.00am
For all our services see
the Church Services schedule

THE BOOT - DULLINGHAM

Ellesmere Arts
Virtual Comedy Hour
We may not be able to put on a show during
this time, but the Ellesmere Arts group are
hosting a virtual comedy hour on
Tuesday 1st December, 8-9pm.
Join us on Zoom for an hour of comedy sketches
from the comfort of your own home.

We look forward to welcoming you

Current Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday 12.00–1.30pm,
5.00–8.00pm
Saturday 12.00–9.00pm
Sunday/Bank Holidays 12.00–5.00pm

Our virtual event is free to attend, but we are
aiming to raise much needed donations for
the Ellesmere Centre to support them
at this very difficult time, via
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving
(search for 'The Ellesmere Centre Charitable Trust').
Please email tessclarke63@hotmail.com
to receive the Zoom details.
Thank-you in advance for supporting
your local community centre.
Over 18 years recommended
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St. Peter’s Church, Stetchworth
REMEMBRANCE DAY: You will of course know that after publication of the November
Newsletter, we made the decision to cancel the Act of Remembrance round the War Memorial
on 8th November – however, a lovely video was produced including all of the six parishes in
our group, showing wreaths being laid land names read out – I hope you all had chance to
view this, if not, this is the link to view it: https://youtu.be/qhXagwoVKkY
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL: The church will be ready for people to place their trees in and
decorate them on Wednesday 9th December so they can be decorated on Wednesday 9th,
Thursday 10th or Friday 11th. The church will be closed on Saturday and open again on
Sunday. There will be a service at 9.00 am (all welcome) and the church will remain open with
all the Christmas tree lights on from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm. The church will remain open Sunday
– Friday from approximately 9.30 am – 4.30 pm. However, if you would like to view the trees in
all their glory with the all the lights lit up, we will be open with a someone on duty on the
following days:
Sunday 13th – 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
Monday 14th – 12 noon – 4.00 pm
Thursday 17th – 12 noon – 4.00 pm
Sunday 20th – 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
Monday 21st – 12 noon – 4.00 pm
Tuesday 22nd – 12 noon – 4.00 pm
Wednesday 23rd 12 noon – 4.00 pm

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

On these days we will be selling raffle
tickets for a hamper and there will be
a stall selling jam, marmalade and
chutney. The raffle will be drawn on
the afternoon of Wednesday 22nd
and the prize delivered to the winner
before Christmas

Thursday 24th December 4.30 – 6.00 pm – The trees will be lit up and Rev’d Nikki will be at
the church
SILENT NIGHT: We invite everyone to stand out on their doorstep at 7.00 pm on Christmas Eve
and sing Silent Night.
CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS: It may be an unusual Christmas time this year, and therefore why not
comfort yourself or family/friends you are unable to see with a homemade Christmas pudding!
All (much needed) proceeds go to St Peter’s Church, Stetchworth. Please place orders by
contacting Claire Thomas on 01638 507006 or by email, c.thomas068@btinternet.com.
These cost £18 with a ceramic pudding basin and are presented gift wrapped on request.
Lily Whymer, 507576, lilywhymer@gmail.com
22 Cooper’s Close, Stetchworth

Ellesmere Garden Club News
Unfortunately the Club still has no dates arranged for meetings or visits,
much like most other organisations. But the committee is currently
investigating other ways of keeping in touch, so we hope to have more
positive news before too long. In the meantime - your garden still needs
you, whatever the weather, so you can get out there and enjoy the fresh air and the beautiful
colours of the season!
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East Cambridgeshire District Council Update - December 2020
We are now in the middle of the second lockdown and
I hope that everyone is keeping safe
Current working arrangements during COVID-19
During the current lockdown, the Council offices have
been closed to visitors. Please use online facilities or
call 01353 665555 to speak to the Customer Services
team. Some of the Council team will be working on
COVID specific duties rather their normal duties, so
please bear with us if the response is longer than
normal. Please contact us if you are having difficulty
getting the response that you require.

Planning White Paper
The Government has published a White Paper, which is
a document to enable discussion around a proposed Act
of Parliament, on changing the Planning process. East
Cambridgeshire District Council, whilst supporting some
of the changes have concerns over several of the draft
proposals, either because there is little detail of the
proposed changes or they require further working.
ECDC, as a consultee, has sent a detailed response to
Government over the details of the proposals that we
have concern. This issue will be updated, once more
information is available.

Bus Working Group
Surgeries
The results of the Bus Working Group after the
resident’s consultation earlier in the year will be
presented to The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Combined Authority and discussions will be had with
them. The Working Group will pick up the consultation
results of the walking and cycling consultation.

If you wish to discuss a Council issue in confidence,
please contact us and we will set up a virtual call.
Can we wish everyone a merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year and to enjoy the festive period even in these
difficult times.

Dedicated Car Parking Enforcement
Stay Safe
The Council is exploring implementation of CSAS
(Community Safety Accreditation Scheme) as a
dedicated car parking enforcement resource for the
District. The Council proposes to have discussions with
the Chief Constable to discuss this issue and reported
to the Finance and Assets Committee detailing any
legal and financial implications.

Alan Sharp Amy Starkey
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors for the
Woodditton Ward
E alan.sharp@eastcambs.gov.uk Tel: 07794 292941
E amy.starkey@eastcambs.gov.uk Tel: 07901 716233

Stetchworth and Cheveley United Reformed Church
We are not ready to re-open for services just yet, but hope to do so as soon as
circumstances permit.
In the meantime, if you would like to watch a church service on YouTube,
Downing Place United Reformed Church is still putting
out a weekly service.
Please go to https://downingplaceurc.org/ and look
for the Sunday Worship video.
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What a term we have had here in Linton District. Our Guiding county of Cambs
East has produced its annual review showcasing some of the amazing things our
leaders have done with our girls. Keep a look out for a copy near you. We have
dealt with Lockdown again and have had many virtual meetings. Girls were encouraged to do an age
related activity for children in need and remembrance was shared at home.
Our Guiding light is shining brightly as we near Christmas and although we will not have the usual
parties and Christmas fayres there will still be much fun to be had. Inspiration can come from many
sources and it is wonderful to see our girls wave hello as they are passing.
There have been night time stargazing challenges from Anglia our Girlguiding region and as usual our
website is full of exciting activities, challenges and awards to do for every age from 5-18 and beyond!
Take a look at our website on
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home
which is packed full of new ideas and activities. As always we are offering our full programme of
adventures, with adaptations to make it accessible at home. Building skills, earning badges and
awards and having time with friends. There is also a special Pantomime Happening in December for
everyone in Guiding to see at home. Oh no there isn’t!!! Oh yes there is!!! Those who were Brownies
with us last year had the opportunity to have a go at making slime and custard pies.
Louisa
Linton District DC.
email lintondistrict@gmail.com

Stetchworth WI
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, all Stetchworth
WI activities have been suspended until further
notice.
The programme of events and contact details
are available on our website:
stetchworthwi.weebly.com
The members of Stetchworth WI wish
everyone a very happy and safe Christmas.

DULLINGHAM FLOWER CLUB
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Due to these unprecedented times Flower Club
will not resume until we can all feel safe.
It has been a very hard year with not being able to
enjoy the meetings with you all. Let’s hope we can
all get together sometime very soon. Until that
time, watch this space for further updates.
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas
and New Year.
Take care and keep safe.

Lesley
Please visit the Stetchworth village website at http://www.stetchworth.webs.com/
You can e-mail the website at stetchworth2002@yahoo.co.uk or via the ‘Contact Us’ page
Stetchworth Parish Council www.stetchworthpc.btck.co.uk
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Church of England Parish Services for December and January ≈ All Welcome
6 December
Second Sunday of Advent

9.00am Brinkley

Holy Communion

Isaiah 40:1-11
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

10.30am Burrough Green

Family Service

13 December
Third Sunday of Advent

9.00am Stetchworth

Holy Communion

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

10.30am Dullingham

Morning Service

20 December
Fourth Sunday of Advent

9.00am Burrough Green

Holy Communion

10.30am Brinkley

Morning Service

4.00pm – 5.30pm (drop in)
Burrough Green

Candlelit Reflection

4.30pm – 6.00pm (drop in)
Stetchworth

Candlelit Reflection

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

24 December
Christmas Eve

8.00pm – 10.00pm (drop in)
25 December
Christmas Day

Candlelit Reflection

9.00am Dullingham

Holy Communion

27 December
First Sunday of Christmas

10.30am Dullingham

Holy Communion

Isa Ch 61
Luke 2: 15-21

3.00pm Stetchworth

Evening Prayer

3 January
Second Sunday of Christmas

9.00am Brinkley

Holy Communion

Jeremiah 31:7-14
John 1: 10-18

10.30am Burrough Green

Family Service

10 January
The Baptism of Christ

9.00am Stetchworth

Holy Communion

Genesis 1:1-5
Acts 19:1-7

10.30am Dullingham

Morning Prayer

9.00am Burrough Green

Holy Communion

10.30am Brinkley

Morning Prayer

10.30am Dullingham

Holy Communion

3.00pm Stetchworth

Evening Prayer

10.30am Westley Waterless

Benefice Communion

John 1.1-14
Luke 2: 1-14

17 January
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Rev. 5: 1-10
John 1:43-51

24 January
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

31 January
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Mark 1:21-28
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We’re here to help you
stay well this winter
This winter, it’s really important that we
all remember that the NHS is here to
help you stay well, safely.
We have been working hard to make
changes to how healthcare is provided to
make it safe for you during the ongoing
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
If you’re worried about your health, don’t delay. The sooner you get advice, the better.
Depending on your symptoms, you can get advice from your local pharmacy, GP practice or NHS
111. For minor health concerns, your local pharmacist can help. GP practices offer remote
consultations online or by phone, or if you need a face-to-face appointment, they will tell you what
to do.
If you need medical help fast, think you need to go to an Emergency Department (A&E) or you’re
not sure what to do, use NHS 111 first – online or by phone to get clinical advice or direction to the
most appropriate services for treatment for you.
You can also help us to help you. If you are over 65, have a long-term health condition or are
pregnant, it is more important than ever this year to ensure you have your free flu vaccination. Just
speak to your GP or pharmacist to book an appointment. You can also find more information at
www.nhs.uk/fluvaccine.
Be sure to also stock up your medicine cabinet with winter self-care essentials too. Many over-thecounter medicines (including paracetamol and ibuprofen) are available to help relieve symptoms of
common winter illnesses and you can find further information at www.nhs.uk.
To help prevent further spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) please follow current
Government guidelines for the area you live in at all times. If you have any of
the main symptoms of coronavirus it’s important you get tested as soon as
possible. You can apply for a test online via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus, or by
calling 119.

A Note from the Editor

From the Archive
A photo taken between 1900-1920 of children in the snow
outside the Marquis of Granby public house.

Dear Reader, the next edition of the Newsletter will
be published in February. If you would like to share
any items of interest, news, or information in the
next edition, please e-mail me at
stetchworthnews@gmail.com. The deadline for
articles is 20th January.
In the meantime I wish you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.
Catherine Hartness, Editor
9

