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Services for May at St. Peter’s Church
8th May, 9.00 am : Communion Service
22nd May, 6.00 pm : Evensong

Dear all

If you wish to book a baptism, wedding
or have any other queries please
contact one of the churchwardens
initially:
CHURCHWARDENS:
Mrs Lily Whymer
22 Coopers Close
Stetchworth
Newmarket CB8 9TT
Tel: 01638 507576
e-mail: lilywhymer@gmail.com
Mr Alastair France
61 High Street
Stetchworth
Newmarket CB8 9TH
Tel: 01638 508335
e-mail: afrance@jdpw.com
INTERIM PRIESTS:
Rev’ds Rosemary and Andrew
Rycraft
19 Cardigan Street
Newmarket CB8 8HZ

Tel: 01638 665421

How lovely to have good sunny weather at Easter. So often it
seems to me Easter is dull and cold and even on more than one
occasion I can remember having snow! This year the trees
were in blossom, lots of flowers were out and it really seemed
to be a time of new growth and new birth – despite the
atrocities we continued to hear about happening elsewhere in
the world. We had a well attended Good Friday service and
two well attended Easter Sunday services – it was good to see
people from several of our parishes at the service I attended at
Westley Waterless.
Our churches seem to be quite busy this year with three
baptisms having already taken place and a plethora of
weddings coming up in various parishes. If you are planning a
baptism or wedding, do get in touch with us and we will do our
best to accommodate you on the date and time you prefer.
We have the Queen’s platinum Jubilee to anticipate in early
June with a long Bank Holiday weekend and various community
activities planned in most if not all of our parishes and we all
hope for her sake, apart from ours, that there will be warm
sunny weather that weekend to celebrate that long life of
dedicated service – unlike the Coronation when we had
‘Queen’s weather’ with pouring rain!
Lily Whymer
Churchwarden, Stetchworth
and Benefice Administrator
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Open for Lunch and Dinner
on Friday and Saturday
and Lunch on Sunday
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St. Peter’s Church, Stetchworth
Churchyard Conservation Award: I am pleased to say that Stetchworth has been awarded a Bronze
Churchyard Conservation award in recognition of the conservation work that has been carried out by
Michael Whymer in the churchyard over a number of years, encouraging wildlife, conserving the wild
flowers, etc. Over last summer Anna Taylor recorded a list of the different types of butterflies in the
churchyard – a total of eleven. We also have a bug hotel prepared and positioned by the Cubs and
Scouts. We hope to be positioning some owl boxes and smaller bird boxes in due course.
Removal of soil in cemetery, also unauthorised kerbs, etc. A number of the unauthorised kerbs have now
been removed and the graves levelled. However, as I write this the extended spoil heap has yet to be
removed. We had a glitch in the proceedings when it was realised that the dumper collecting the earth
would not reach up into the high sided trailer needed to take the soil away. I hope that a solution will
have been found by the time this newsletter is printed and delivered.
Lily Whymer, 507576, lilywhymer@gmail.com
22 Cooper’s Close, Stetchworth

News from the Ellesmere Centre
Ellesmere Arts presents Hi-De-Hi
Thursday 5 May to Saturday 7 May
7.30pm
Tickets £9 form the Ellesmere Centre post office or ellesmereartstickets@gmail.com

Plant Sale
Saturday 14th May 2pm
Refreshments

Astro Turf
We have some Football slots available. Please contact the office for more details.
Discount on your first booking

Tennis Courts
Are available to hire £8 per court £6 concession

Tennis Club
Are you a tennis player?
Why not join the Ellesmere Centre Tennis Club.
Wednesdays 7.00-9.00pm

Sundays 10.00am-12.00pm

Contact Sally on 01638 507997
e-mail: office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk or alternatively call us on 01638 508212

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter @CentreEllesmere
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Stetchworth and Cheveley United Reformed Church
Services and Events
Sunday May 1st, 11.00 am : Mrs Wendy Roe
Sunday May 8th, 11.00 am : Mrs Margaret Beatty
Sunday May 15th, 11.00 am : Revd Elizabeth Caswell
Sunday May 22nd, 11.00 am : Service led by the members
Sunday May 29th, 11.00 am : Mrs Maureen Kendall

Coffee Morning
The next Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday, 14th May, 10.30 -12.00. All welcome.

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 50TH ANNIVERSARY
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the United Reformed Church, and the Eastern Synod is
holding a 'Big Day Out' to celebrate. Time: Saturday 16th July. Place: Trinity Park, Ipswich.
Please contact the church secretary (details on the church noticeboard) if you are interested in
attending this event.

THE BOOT - DULLINGHAM

LAST CHANCE TO BUY TICKETS!

ELLESMERE ARTS
presents

Opening Hours:
Monday, Tuesday Thursday:
11am-3pm & 5pm-11pm
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday:
Open all day
Sunday: 11am-7pm
Fish & Chip night
every Wednesday 5pm-7.30pm
Lunches served Monday-Friday 11am-2.30pm
10% discount on lunchtime food for retirees

Hi-de-Hi
at the Ellesmere Centre
on Thursday 5th, Friday 6th and
Saturday 7th May
7.30pm

Bar

Tickets: £9 from Ellesmere Centre
Post Office and
ellesmereartstickets@gmail.com
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STETCHWORTH COMMUNITY JUBILEE EVENTS – we hope you will wish to join us:
There is an insert within this newsletter for you to complete and return if you are intending to attend
any or all of our Jubilee weekend events. Everyone is welcome to come along on the day but, for
catering purposes we do need to have a clue whether to expect 50 or 150 people!
HAT/CROWN COMPETITION: This will be for children on Sunday 5th June and we hope that lots of you
will wish to make a hat or crown – it can be made of anything – paper, card, fabric, wire, etc, etc. It
should be able to be worn on the head. There are three classes, up to 5, age 6 – 10 and 11+. All the hats
will be judged on the day and prizes awarded.
If anyone would like to help with any of these events – particularly the tea on Sunday 5th June , please
let me or the Ellesmere Centre know – we hope to have a rota of helpers so that no one is expected to
prepare, serve and wash up! If you would like to bake a cake it will be really appreciated – again please
let me or the Centre know.
Lily Whymer, 507576
lilywhymer@gmail.com

Ellesmere Garden Club News
We have a treat this month,
with a talk from one of our
long-standing members, Sue
Park, who was instrumental in
setting up the garden at
Dullingham station. So join us
in the Ellesmere Centre at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 11th
May to hear all about this award-winning venture!
Then Saturday 14th May is the date of our annual
Plant Sale. If weather permits it will be held outside
once again, under gazebos, from 2.00 – 4.00 pm. If
the weather is unfavourable it will still go ahead, but
inside the Ellesmere Centre, so don’t miss out. This is
always very popular, so come along early and bag
your bargains!
Looking ahead we have a visit on Wednesday 22nd
June to the garden of Dr Crosby at Church Lane
House, Westley Waterless. This is a family garden,
including wildlife pond, orchards, Victoria style
greenhouse, vegetable garden, wildflower meadow
and herbaceous borders. More details next month
but save the date now. Looking forward to lovely
midsummer weather – at the very least long hours of
light, perfect for a garden visit!
Members and visitors are equally welcome to our
meetings and events, and if you have any queries
about the club, please contact either our Chairman
Sandie, phone 07903 584676, or our Secretary Judith,
phone 07740 100660.
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Woodditton Division, April 2022
Cambridgeshire County Council & East Cambridgeshire District Council Update
Due to the purdah period, before elections in other parts of the County, there have not been as many meetings as
in previous months of the County Council’s Highways & Transport or Children & Young People Committees.
I mentioned about road safety and speeding in my previous report, and this is a big issue in all the villages that I
represent. I would like to thank those residents who contacted me with comments and suggestions and am
pleased that four of the villages that I represent were successful in the bidding for the funding of schemes to
improve road safety and am already working on this year’s bids.
Cambridgeshire were one of the counties that did not receive funding for new bus schemes, so there must be a
serious doubt around the ability of the Greater Cambridge Partnership to deliver their proposals for travel in
Greater Cambridge, which revolved around bus services to get people out of their cars, partly funded by
congestion charging. The result of the consultation on the Newmarket Road access into Cambridge is still
awaited, despite having finished nearly four months ago. I have concerns over why the results are taking so long
to be shared with the public.
The subject of potholes and fly-tipping fill my inbox. In terms of potholes and road damage, please report any
issues online. If you are unable to do that, then please contact me and I will ensure that your concerns are logged
on the system and actioned. The Highways team will then assess the severity of the pothole.
There has been an increase in fly-tipping around the villages over the last few weeks and the waste team is
working to clear them. Please report any fly-tipping to East Cambridgeshire District Council and if you have any
information on people acting in a suspicious nature, which may identify the fly-tipper, then please let East
Cambridgeshire District Council know.
If you aware of an issue that concerns you, please let
me know. If we are not aware of it, we cannot fix it.
We look forward to updating residents further next
month and continue to work on your behalf.
If any resident wants to discuss any issue, then please
feel free to contact us. We want to hear comments
from everyone, as that is the only way that we can
truly represent you.

Alan Sharp – Cambridgeshire County Councillor &
East Cambridgeshire District Councillor – Woodditton
Division
Tel: 01638 507485/ 07794 292941
E-Mail: alan.sharp@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or
alan.sharp@eastcambs.gov.uk

Amy Starkey – East Cambridgeshire District Councillor
– Woodditton Ward
Tel: 07901716233
E-Mail: amy.starkey@eastcambs.gov.uk

The Old Mill, Stetchworth
B&B or Self-Catering
Holiday Apartment

01638 507839

grahambell5000@gmail.com
www.theoldmill.info

6

the Stetchworth Newsletter : May 2022

Mobile Library
Jubilee Court, Stetchworth (Route M18)
Please note that the mobile library now visits
on the third Thursday of every month,
arriving at 2.25pm and leaving at 3.00pm.
Each mobile library vehicle carries up to 3,000 items
of stock including fiction, non fiction,
large print, books on CD and cassette
and books for children of all ages.

You can renew and order books online;
please ask onboard for your ‘PIN’
to get you started.
We also supply free Hearing Aid batteries,
sell stamps and reading glasses.

Stetchworth WI
At our April meeting we welcomed Sue, ‘the Hedgehog
Lady’! Sue runs a hedgehog rescue centre in Ousden
which took in over 1000 hedgehogs last year. We were
told about the struggles hedgehogs face and in particular
the perils of strimmers in the garden. She brought with
her two of her rescue hogs, one called Peanuts who had
been brought into her with horrific injuries inflicted by
accident with a strimmer. Sue nursed him back to life.
He was a little fighter and we all fell in love with him.
On Tuesday 3rd May we will have a talk and cookery
demonstration by Julia Latif; Curry Capers - The
Business and Me.
7.30 p.m. at the Ellesmere Centre **
Competition: A Spicy Recipe
Teas: Lily Whymer & Margo Bristow
** Guests welcome - £2 to include tea/coffee and biscuits.
As is usual in June we will have our Annual Evening
Outing on Tuesday 7th. This is for members only and
the details will be circulated by the Secretary.

You are invited to

DULLINGHAM
FLOWER CLUB
Thursday 12th May 2022
8.00pm
The Taylor Hall, Church Close,
Dullingham CB8 9XE

Come and enjoy an entertaining
evening with a demonstration
by Nick Grounds entitled
‘Stems & Stuff’
Nick is an auctioneer by day and
a floral arranger by night!
Admission £8
to include refreshments
Raffle
Please contact Lesley Bird for further information
Tel: 01638 507658 or 07786 817154
DATE FOR DIARY
Next meeting: Thursday 9th June 2022
Demonstration by Brenda Tubb
entitled ‘A Blooming Wonder’

Until further notice all meetings will be held at the
Ellesmere Centre.
For any other information
contact Lynn Curtis 01638
508777 or visit our website
stetchworthwi.weebly.com
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Raddesley Benefice Services for May ≈ All Welcome
1st May
3rd

Sunday of Easter (White)
Acts 9: 1-6 (7-20)
Revelation 5: 11-end
John 21: 1-19

7th May

8th May
4th

Sunday of Easter (White)
Acts 9; 36-end; Rev 7: 9-end;
John 10: 22-30

15th May
5th Sunday of Easter (White)
Acts 11: 1-18; Rev 21:1-6; John 13: 31-35

22nd May
6th

Sunday of Easter (White)
Acts 16: 9-15; Rev 21:10,22- 22:5;
John 5:1-9

9.00 am Brinkley
Rev’d Peter Gill
10.30 am Burrough Green
Rev’d Peter Gill
3.30 pm Dullingham
Rev’d Robert Van de Weyer
9.00 am Stetchworth
Rev’d Andrew Rycraft
10.30 am Dullingham
Rev’d Andrew Rycraft

Communion
Family Service

Wedding
Communion

Morning Prayer

9.00 am Burrough Green
Rev’d Andrew Rycraft
10.30 am Brinkley
Anthea Kenna

Communion
Anthea Kenna preaching
Morning Prayer

10.30 am Dullingham
Rev’d Andrew Rycraft
6.00 pm Stetchworth
Rev’d Andrew Rycraft

Communion
Alastair France preaching
Evensong Alastair France preaching

29th May

7th Sunday of Easter (Sunday after
Ascension day) (White)
Acts 16:16-34, Rev 22:12-14, 16-17,
20-end,
John 17: 20-end

10.30 Westley Waterless
Rev’d Robert Van de Weyer

Benefice Communion

From the Archive
A photo, right, from 1972 of Stetchworth Park Stud
employees at a presentation for Mr & Mrs Izzard.

A Note from the Editor

Dear Reader, the next edition of the Newsletter
will published in June.
If you would like to share any items of interest,
news, or information in the next edition, please
e--mail me at stetchworthnews@gmail.com.
The deadline for articles is 20th May.
Catherine Hartness
Editor

Further photos, documents and memories which have been
collected over the years can be found in the Stetchworth
Community Archive,
ellesmeregardenclub.wixsite.com/scarchive
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